Address by the Director of the First Reception Service, 
Mr. Panagiotis Nikas.

Deputy Minister
Ladies and gentlemen

 

I would also like to thank you for honoring us with your presence here today at the official presentation of our services: the Asylum Agency, the Appeals Authority and the First Reception Service which I have the honor to lead. 

 

One of the major challenges faced by our country today, also because of its position at the EU’s external borders, is management of migration flows and suppression of illegal migration. 

The intensity of the phenomenon has grown remarkably during the last years, without us being accordingly prepared, until recently, to tackle it promptly and effectively. Inadequacies in the asylum and reception process resulted to our country often becoming the target of harsh criticism, as it had been unable to meet the requirements.
The new legislative framework (which is still in progress) and the reform in the field of asylum and suppression of illegal migration, conducted by the outgoing Minister for Citizen Protection Mr. Christos Papoutsis, are breakthroughs that bridge a gap existing for many years. 

The law 3907/2011 on the «establishment of the Asylum Service and the First Reception Service and the transposition into Greek legislation of the provisions of Directive 2008/115/EC» has been a very important and essential step for the structuring and effectiveness of the asylum process on the basis of respect for human rights and our country’s international obligations.
The mission of the First Reception Service is to receive foreigners arrested due to illegal entry or illegal stay in Greece and host them in conditions safeguarding human dignity and their rights.

The First Reception Centers inaugurate a new system for the sorting and registration of foreigners, and mostly for a reliable identification of their true origin, which will become feasible through transfer of know-how and training of our staff in collaboration both with FRONTEX and EASO (European Asylum Support Office).

Apart from this sorting, the First Reception Centers shall meet the foreigners’ subsistence requirements, including medical examinations. If deemed necessary, foreigners will be offered medical care for the treatment of urgent medical conditions, as well as psycho-social support. They will be receiving information on their rights and obligations, protection of family life, unobstructed communication with the UN High Commissioner, and care for individuals in vulnerable groups, such as children and victims of torture.

The asylum applications filed during the stay in the First Reception Centers (KEPY) shall be examined immediately by the asylum service, and those who meet the requirements will be granted asylum. Those who do not meet the requirements of legal stay in the country will be deported. 

Today, we are already proceeding with the creation of the first Initial Reception Center, which we believe will be ready to function in a few months. We are also looking for places to establish more KEPYs in several areas all over Greece, where needed.
Ladies and gentlemen, 

The task of the First Reception Service, as well as that of the Asylum Service and the Appeals Agency, is complex, multidimensional and demanding. We are called upon to make sure, on one part, that our country observes its international obligations and that the rights of every single foreigner who enters our country and is entitled to protection are fully respected, and, on the other part, to help consolidate a feeling of safety and security in local societies and all Greek citizens, by tackling and managing illegal migration.
The fiscal context in which we are called to operate is definitely unfavorable, the result being that, although the services have already started working, they have not yet been staffed with the adequate manpower. This staffing becomes more difficult and very slow in the current conditions of restricted hiring. It is, though, necessary to invest in human resources in order to be able to fulfill this endeavor with consistency and continuity.
Although I have only taken over very recently, two of the first things I found out were the excellent job done so far and the professionalism and conscientiousness of our associates both in our services and in the services of the Citizen Protection Ministry involved and cooperating with us in our work, either uniformed or civil personnel. This finding proves the view that people are the most precious and reliable investment. 
We have all together made a bet and we are trying to win this every day. And we are going to win it.

Thank you.
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